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PERMANENT COURT OF INTERNATIONAL JUSTICE 

RULES OF COURT 

Adopted by the Court March 24th, 1922 l 

Preamble 

The Court, by virtue of Article 30 of its Statute, adopts the present Rules: 

Chapter I. The Court 

Heading 1. — Constitution of the Court 

section a. judges and assessors 

Article 1 

Subject to the provisions of Article 14 of the Statute, the term of office 
of judges and deputy-judges shall commence on January 1st of the year 
following their election. 

Article 2 

Judges and deputy-judges elected at an earlier session of the Assembly 
and of the Council of the League of Nations shall take precedence respec- 
tively over judges and deputy-judges elected at a subsequent session. 
Judges and deputy-judges elected during the same session shall take preced- 
ence according to age. Judges shall take precedence over deputy-judges. 

National judges chosen from outside the Court, under the terms of Article 
31 of the Statute, shall take precedence after deputy-judges in order of age. 

The list of deputy-judges shall be prepared in accordance with these 
principles. 

The Vice-President shall take his seat on the right of the President. The 
other members of the Court shall take their seats to the right and left of the 
President in the order laid down above. 

Article 3 

Deputy-judges whose presence is necessary shall be summoned in the order 
laid down in the list referred to in the preceding article, that is to say, each 
of them will be summoned in rotation throughout the list. 

Should a deputy-judge be so far from the seat of the Court that, in the 
opinion of the President, a summons would not reach him in sufficient 
time, the deputy-judge next on the list shall be summoned; nevertheless, 
the judge to whom the summons should have been addressed shall be called 
upon, if possible, on the next occasion that the presence of a deputy-judge 
is required. 

A deputy-judge who has begun a case shall be summoned again, if neces- 
sary out of his turn, in order to continue to sit in the case until it is finished. 

1 Printed at The Hague by Van Langenhuysen Bros. 
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Should a deputy-judge be summoned to take his seat in a particular 
case as a national judge, under the terms of Article 31 of the Statute, such 
summons shall not be regarded as coming within the terms of the present 
article. 

Article 4 

In cases in which one or more parties are entitled to choose a judge 
ad hoc of their nationality, the full Court may sit with a number of judges 
exceeding eleven. 

When the Court has satisfied itself, in accordance with Article 31 of the 
Statute, that there are several parties in the same interest and that none of 
them has a judge of its nationality upon the bench, the Court shall invite 
them, within a period to be fixed by the Court, to select by common agree- 
ment a deputy judge of the nationality of one of the parties, should there be 
one; or, should there not be one, a judge chosen in accordance with the prin- 
ciples of the above-mentioned article. 

Should the parties have failed to notify the Court of their selection or 
choice when the time limit expires, they shall be regarded as having 
renounced the right conferred upon them by Article 31. 

Article 5 

Before entering upon his duties, each member of the Court or judge 
summoned to complete the Court, under the terms of Article 31 of the 
Statute^ shall make the following solemn declaration in accordance with 
Article 20 of the Statute: 

" I solemnly declare that I will exercise all my powers and duties as a 
judge honorably and faithfully, impartially and conscientiously. " 

A special public sitting of the Court may, if necessary, be convened for 
this purpose. 

At the public inaugural sitting held after a new election of the whole 
Court the required declaration shall be made first by the President, secondly 
by the Vice-President, and then by the remaining judges in the order laid 
down in Article 2. 

Article 6 

For the purpose of applying Article 18 of the Statute, the President, or if 
necessary the Vice-President, shall convene the judges and deputy-judges. 
The member affected shall be allowed to furnish explanations. When he 
has done so the question shall be discussed and a vote shall be taken, the 
member in question not being present. If the members present are unani- 
mously agreed, the Registrar shall issue the notification prescribed in the 
above-mentioned article. 

Article 7 

The President shall take steps to obtain all information which might be 
helpful to the Court in selecting technical assessors in each case. With 
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regard to the questions referred to in Article 26 of the Statute, he shall, in 
particular, consult the Governing Body of the International Labor Office. 

The assessors shall be appointed by an absolute majority of votes, either 
by the Court or by the special Chamber which has to deal with the case in 
question. 

Article 8 

Assessors shall make the following solemn declaration at the first sitting 
of the Court at which they are present: 

"I solemnly declare that I will exercise my duties and powers as an 
assessor honorably and faithfully, impartially and conscientiously, and 
that I will scrupulously observe all the provisions of the Statute and 
of the Rules of Court." 

section b. the presidency 
Article 9 

The election of the President and Vice-President shall take place at the 
end of the ordinary session immediately before the normal termination of 
the period of office of the retiring President and Vice-President. 

After a new election of the whole Court, the election of the President and 
Vice-President shall take place at the commencement of the following ses- 
sion. The President and Vice-President elected in these circumstances 
shall take up their duties on the day of their election. They shall remain in 
office until the end of the second year after the year of their election. 

Should the President or the Vice-President cease to belong to the Court 
before the expiration of their normal term of office, an election shall be held 
for the purpose of appointing a substitute for the unexpired portion of their 
term of office. If necessary, an extraordinary session of the Court may be 
convened for this purpose. 

The elections referred to in the present article shall take place by secret 
ballot. The candidate obtaining an absolute majority of votes shall be 
declared elected. 

Article 10 

The President shall direct the work and administration of the Court; he 
shall preside at the meetings of the full Court. 

Article 11 
The Vice-President shall take the place of the President, should the 
latter be unable to be present, or, should he cease to hold office, until the 
new President has been appointed by the Court. 

Article 12 
The President shall reside within a radius of ten kilometres from the Peace 
Palace at the Hague. 
The main annual vacation of the President shall not exceed three months. 
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Article 13 

After a new election of the whole Court and until such time as the Presi- 
dent and Vice-President have been elected, the judge who takes precedence 
according to the order laid down in Article 2, shall perform the duties of 
President. 

The same principle shall be applied should both the President and the Vice- 
President be unable to be present, or should both appointments be vacant at 
the same time. 

section c. the chambers 
Article 14 

The members of the Chambers constituted by virtue of Articles 26, 27 
and 29 of the Statute shall be appointed at a meeting of the full Court by 
an absolute majority of votes, regard being had for the purposes of this selec- 
tion to any preference expressed by the judges, so far as the provisions of 
Article 9 of the Statute permit. 

The substitutes mentioned in Articles 26 and 27 of the Statute shall be 
appointed in the same manner. Two judges shall also be chosen to replace 
any member of the Chamber for summary procedure who may be unable 
to sit. 

The election shall take place at the end of the ordinary session of the 
Court, and the period of appointment of the members elected shall commence 
on January 1st of the following year. 

Nevertheless, after a new election of the whole Court the election shall 
take place at the beginning of the following session. The period of appoint- 
ment shall commence on the date of election and shall terminate, in the case 
of the Chamber referred to in Article 29 of the Statute, at the end of the 
same year and, in the case of the Chambers referred to in Articles 26 and 
27 of the Statute, at the end of the second year after the year of election. 

The Presidents of the Chambers shall be appointed at a sitting of the full 
Court. Nevertheless, the President of the Court shall, ex officio, preside 
over any Chamber of which he may be elected a member; similarly, the 
Vice-President of the Court shall, ex officio, preside over any Chamber of 
which he may be elected a member, provided that the President is not also 
a member. 

Article 15 

The special Chambers for labor cases and for communications and trans- 
it cases may not sit with a greater number than five judges. 

Except as provided in the second paragraph of the preceding article, the 
composition of the Chamber for summary procedure may not be altered. 

Article 16 
Deputy-judges shall not be summoned to complete the special Chambers 
or the Chamber for summary procedure, unless sufficient judges are not 
available to complete the number required. 
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section d. the begistey 
Article 17 

The Court shall select its Registrar from amongst candidates proposed by 
members of the Court. 

The election shall be by secret ballot and by a majority of votes. In the 
event of an equality of votes, the President shall have a casting vote. 

The Registrar shall be elected for a term of seven years commencing on 
January 1st of the year following that in which the election takes place. 
He may be re-elected. 

Should the Registrar cease to hold his office before the expiration of the 
term above-mentioned, an election shall be held for the purpose of appoint- 
ing a successor. 

Article 18 

Before taking up his duties, the Registrar shall make the following declara- 
tion at a meeting of the full Court: 

"I solemnly declare that I will perform the duties conferred upon me 
as Registrar of the Permanent Court of International Justice in all 
loyalty, discretion and good conscience." 

The other members of the Registry shall make a similar declaration before 
the President, the Registrar being present. 

Article 19 
The Registrar shall reside within a radius of ten kilometres from the 
Peace Palace at The Hague. 
The main annual vacation of the Registrar shall not exceed two months. 

Article 20 
The staff of the Registry shall be appointed by the Court on proposals 
submitted by the Registrar. 

Article 21 
The regulations for the staff of the Registry shall be adopted by the 
President on the proposal of the Registrar, subject to subsequent approval 
by the Court. 

Article 22 
The Court shall determine or modify the organization of the Registry 
upon proposals submitted by the Registrar. On the proposal of the Regis- 
trar, the President shall appoint the member of the Registry who is to act 
for the Registrar in his absence, or, in the event of his ceasing to hold his 
office, until a successor has been appointed. 

Article 23 

The registers kept in the archives shall be so arranged as to give particu- 
lars with regard to the following points amongst others: 
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1. for each case or question, all documents pertaining to it and all 
action taken with regard to it in chronological order; all such docu- 
ments shall bear the same file number and shall be numbered con- 
secutively within the file; 

2. all decisions of the Court in chronological order, with references to 
the respective files; 

3. all advisory opinions given by the Court in chronological order, with 
references to the respective files; 

4. all notifications and similar communications sent out by the Court, 
with references to the respective files. 

Indexes kept in the archives shall comprise: 

1. a card index of names with necessary references; 

2. a card index of subject matter with like references. 

Article 24 

During hours to be fixed by the President the Registrar shall receive any 
documents and reply to any enquiries, subject to the provisions of Article 
38 of the present Rules and to the observance of professional secrecy. 

Article 25 

The Registrar shall be the channel for all communications to and from the 
Court. 

The Registrar shall ensure that the date of despatch and receipt of all 
communications and notifications may readily be verified. Communica- 
tions and notifications sent by post shall be registered. Communications 
addressed to the official representatives or to the agents of the parties shall 
be considered as having been addressed to the parties themselves. The 
date of receipt shall be noted on all documents received by the Registrar, 
and a receipt bearing this date and the number under which the document 
has been registered shall be given to the sender, if a request to that effect 
be made. 

Article 26 

The Registrar shall be responsible for the archives, the accounts and all 
administrative work. He shall have the custody of the seals and stamps 
of the Court. He shall himself be present at all meetings of the full Court 
and either he, or a person appointed to represent him with the approval of 
the Court, shall be present at all sittings of the various Chambers; he shall 
be responsible for drawing up the minutes of the meetings. 

He shall further undertake all duties which may be laid upon him by the 
present Rules. 

The duties of the Registry shall be set forth in detail in a list of instructions 
to be submitted by the Registrar to the President for his approval. 
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Heading 2. — Wobking of the Coubt 
Abticle 27 

In the year following a new election of the whole Court the ordinary 
annual session shall commence on the fifteenth of January. 

If the day fixed for the opening of a session is regarded as a holiday at 
the place where the Court is sitting, the session shall be opened on the work- 
ing day following. 

Abticle 28 

The list of cases shall be prepared and kept up to date by the Registrar 
under the responsibility of the President. The list for each session shall con- 
tain all questions submitted to the Court for an advisory opinion and all 
cases in regard to which the written proceedings are concluded, in the order 
in which the documents submitting each question or case have been received 
by the Registrar. If in the course of a session, a question is submitted to 
the Court or the written proceedings in regard to any case are concluded, 
the Court shall decide whether such question or case shall be added to the 
list for that session. 

The Registrar shall prepare and keep up to date extracts from the above 
list showing the cases to be dealt with by the respective Chambers. 

The Registrar shall also prepare and keep a list of cases for revision. 

Abticle 29 
During the sessions the dates and hours of sittings shall be fixed by the 
President. 

Abticle 30 
If at any sitting of the full Court it is impossible to obtain the prescribed 
quorum, the Court shall adjourn until the quorum is obtained. 

Abticle 31 

The Court shall sit in private to deliberate upon the decision of any case 
or on the reply to any question submitted to it. 

During the deliberation referred to in the preceding paragraph, only per- 
sons authorized to take part in the deliberation and the Registrar shall be 
present. No other person shall be admitted except by virtue of a special 
decision taken by the Court, having regard to exceptional circumstances. 

Every member of the Court who is present at the deliberation shall state 
his opinion together with the reasons on which it is based. 

The decision of the Court shall be based upon the conclusions adopted after 
final discussion by a majority of the members. 

Any member of the Court may request that a question which is to be 
voted upon shall be drawn up in precise terms in both the official languages 
and distributed to the Court. A request to this effect shall be complied 
with. 
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Chapter II. Procedure 

Heading 1. — Contentious Procedure 

section a. general provisions 

Article 32 

The rules contained under this heading shall in no way preclude the 

adoption by the Court of such other rules as may be jointly proposed by the 

parties concerned, due regard being paid to the particular circumstances of 

each case. 

Article 33 
The Court shall fix time limits in each case by assigning a definite date for 
the completion of the various acts of procedure, having regard as far as 
possible to any agreement between the parties. 

The Court may extend time limits which it has fixed. It may likewise 
decide in certain circumstances that any proceeding taken after the expira- 
tion of a time limit shall be considered as valid. 

If the Court is not sitting the powers conferred upon it by this article 
shall be exercised by the President, subject to any subsequent decision of 
the Court. 

Article 34 
All documents of the written proceedings submitted to the Court shall be 
accompanied by not less than thirty printed copies certified correct. The 
President may order additional copies to be supplied. 

SECTION B. PROCEDURE BEFORE THE COURT AND BEFORE THE SPECIAL 
CHAMBERS (ARTICLES 26 AND 27 OF THE STATUTE) 

I. Institution of Proceedings 
Article 35 

When a case is brought before the Court by means of a special agreement, 
the latter, or the document notifying the Court of the agreement, shall 
mention the addresses selected at the seat of the Court to which notices and 
communications intended for the respective parties are to be sent. 

In all other cases in which the Court has jurisdiction, the application shall 
include, in addition to an indication of the subject of the dispute and the 
names of the parties concerned, a succinct statement of facts, an indication 
of the claim and the address selected at the seat of the Court to which notices 
and communications are to be sent. 

Should proceedings be instituted by means of an application, the first 
document sent in reply thereto shall mention the address selected at the seat 
of the Court to which subsequent notices and communications in regard to 
the case are to be sent. 

Should the notice of a special agreement, or the application, contain a 
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request that the case be referred to one of the special Chambers mentioned 
in Articles 26 or 27 of the Statute, such request shall be complied with, pro- 
vided that the parties are in agreement. 

Similarly, a request to the effect that technical assessors be attached to 
the Court, in accordance with Article 27 of the Statute, or that the case be 
referred to the Chamber for summary procedure shall also be granted; 
compliance with the latter request is, however, subject to the condition that 
the case does not refer to any of the questions indicated in Articles 26 and 
27 of the Statute. 

Article 36 

The Registrar shall forthwith communicate to all members of the Court 
special agreements or applications which have been notified to him. 

17. Written Proceedings 
Article 37 

Should the parties agree that the proceedings shall be conducted in French 
or in English, the documents constituting the written procedure shall be sub- 
mitted only in the language adopted by the parties. 

In the absence of an agreement with regard to the language to be employed, 
documents shall be submitted in French or in English. 

Should the use of a language other than French or English be authorized, 
a translation into French or into English shall be attached to the original 
of each document submitted. 

The Registrar shall not be bound to make translations of documents sub- 
mitted in accordance with the above rules. 

In the case of voluminous documents the Court, or the President if the 
Court is not sitting, may, at the request of the party concerned, sanction 
the submission of translations of portions of documents only. 

Article 38 

The Court, or the President, if the Court is not sitting, may, after hearing 
the parties, order the Registrar to hold the cases and counter-cases of each 
suit at the disposal of the Government of any State which is entitled to 
appear before the Court. 

Article 39 

In cases in which proceedings have been instituted by means of a special 
agreement, the following documents may be presented in the order stated 
below, provided that no agreement to the contrary has been concluded be- 
tween the parties: 

a case, submitted by each party within the same limit of time; 

a counter-case, submitted by each party within the same limit of time; 

a reply, submitted by each party within the same limit of time. 
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When proceedings are instituted by means of an application, failing any 
agreement to the contrary between the parties, the documents shall be 
presented in the order stated below: 

the case by the applicant; 

the counter-case by the respondent; 

the reply by the applicant; 

the rejoinder by the respondent. 

Article 40 
Cases shall contain: 

1. a statement of the facts on which the claim is based; 

2. a statement of law; 

3. a statement of conclusions; 

4. a list of the documents in support; these documents shall be attached 
to the case. 

Counter-cases shall contain: 

1. the affirmation or contestation of the facts stated in the case; 

2. a statement of additional facts, if any; 

3. a statement of law; 

4. conclusions based on the facts stated; these conclusions may include 
counter-claims, in so far as the latter come within the jurisdiction of 
the Court; 

5. a list of the documents in support; these documents shall be attached 
to the counter-case. 

Article 41 
Upon the termination of the written proceedings the President shall fix 
a date for the commencement of the oral proceedings. 

Article 42 
The Registrar shall forward to each of the members of the Court, a copy 
of all documents in the case as he receives them. 

III. Oral Proceedings 
Article 43 
In the case of a public sitting, the Registrar shall publish in the press all 
necessary information as to the date and hour fixed. 

Article 44 

The Registrar shall arrange for the interpretation from French into 
English and from English into French of all statements, questions and an- 
swers which the Court may direct to be so interpreted. 

Whenever a language other than French or English is employed, either 
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under the terms of the third paragraph of Article 39 of the Statute or in a 
particular instance, the necessary arrangements for translation into one of 
the two official languages shall be made by the party concerned. In the 
case of witnesses or experts who appear at the instance of the Court, these 
arrangements shall be made by the Registrar. 

Abticle 45 

The Court shall determine in each case whether the representatives of the 
parties shall address the Court before or after the production of the evi- 
dence; the parties shall, however, retain the right to comment on the evi- 
dence given. 

Article 46 

The order in which the agents, advocates or counsel, shall be called upon 
to speak shall be determined by the Court, failing an agreement between 
the parties on the subject. 

Article 47 

In sufficient time before the opening of the oral proceedings, each party 
shall inform the Court and the other parties of all evidence which it intends 
to produce, together with the names, Christian names, description and 
residence of witnesses whom it desires to be heard. 

It shall further give a general indication of the point or points to which 
the evidence is to refer. 

Article 48 

The Court may, subject to the provisions of Article 44 of the Statute, 
invite the parties to call witnesses, or may call for the production of any 
other evidence on points of fact in regard to which the parties are not in 
agreement. 

Article 49 

The Court, or the President should the Court not be sitting, shall, at the 
request of one of the parties or on its own initiative, take the necessary 
steps for the examination of witnesses out of Court. 

Article 50 

Each witness shall make the following solemn declaration before giving 
his evidence in Court : 

" I solemnly declare upon my honor and conscience that I will speak 
the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth." 

Article 51 

Witnesses shall be examined by the representatives of the parties under 
the control of the President. Questions may be put to them by the Presi- 
dent and afterwards by the judges. 



184 the american journal of international law 

Article 52 
The indemnities of witnesses who appear at the instance of the Court 
shall be paid out of the funds of the Court. 

Article 53 
Any report or record of an enquiry carried out at the request of the Court, 
under the terms of Article 50 of the Statute, and reports furnished to the 
Court by experts, in accordance with the same article, shall be forthwith 
communicated to the parties. 

Article 54 

A record shall be made of the evidence taken. The portion containing 

the evidence of each witness shall be read over to him and approved by him. 

As regards the remainder of the oral proceedings, the Court shall decide 

in each case whether verbatim records of all or certain portions of them shall 

be prepared for its own use. 

Article 55 
The minutes mentioned in Article 47 of the Statute shall in particular 
include: 

1. the names of the judges; 

2. the names of the agents, advocates and counsel; 

3. the names, Christian names, description and residence of witnesses 

heard; 

4. a specification of other evidence produced; 

5. any declarations made by the parties; 

6. all decisions taken by the Court during the hearing. 

Article 56 
Before the oral proceedings are concluded each party may present his 
bill of costs. 

IV. Interim Protection 
Article 57 
When the Court is not sitting, any measures for the preservation in the 
meantime of the respective rights of the parties shall be indicated by the 
President. 

Any refusal by the parties to conform to the suggestions of the Court or 
of the President, with regard to such measures, shall be placed on record. 

V. Intervention 
Article 58 
An application for permission to intervene, under the terms of Article 62 
of the Statute, must be communicated to the Registrar at latest before the 
commencement of the oral proceedings. 
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Nevertheless the Court may, in exceptional circumstances, consider an 
application submitted at a later stage. 

Article 59 
The application referred to in the preceding article shall contain: 

1. a specification of the case in which the applicant desires to intervene; 

2. a statement of law and of fact justifying intervention; 

3. a list of the documents in support of the application; these docu- 
ments shall be attached. 

Such application shall be immediately communicated to the parties, who 
shall send to the Registrar any observations which they may desire to make 
within a period to be fixed by the Court, or by the President, should the 
Court not be sitting. 

Article 60 

Any State desiring to intervene, under the terms of Article 63 of the 
Statute, shall inform the Registrar in writing at latest before the com- 
mencement of the oral proceedings. 

The Court, or the President if the Court is not sitting, shall take the neces- 
sary steps to enable the intervening State to inspect the documents in the 
case, in so far as they relate to the interpretation of the convention in ques- 
tion, and to submit its observations thereon to the Court. 

VI. Agreement 
Article 61 

If the parties conclude an agreement regarding the settlement of the 
dispute and give written notice of such agreement to the Court before the 
close of the proceedings, the Court shall officially record the conclusion 
of the agreement. 

Should the parties by mutual agreement notify the Court in writing that 
they intend to break off proceedings, the Court shall officially record the 
fact and proceedings shall be terminated. 

VII. Judgment 
Article 62 

The judgment shall contain: 

1. the date on which it is pronounced; 

2. the names of the judges participating; 

3. the names and style of the parties; 

4. the names of the agents of the parties; 

5. the conclusions of the parties; 

6. the matters of fact; 

7. the reasons in point of law; 

8. the operative provisions of the judgment; 

9. the decision, if any, referred to in Article 64 of the Statute. 
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The opinions of judges who dissent from the judgment, shall be attached 
thereto should they express a desire to that effect. 

Article 63 

After having been read in open Court the text of the judgment shall 
forthwith be communicated to all parties concerned and to the Secretary- 
General of the League of Nations. 

Article 64 

The judgment shall be regarded as taking affect on the day on which it 
is read in open Court, in accordance with Article 58 of the Statute. 

Article 65 

A collection of the judgments of the Court shall be printed and published 
under the responsibility of the Registrar. 

VIII. Revision 

Article 66 

Application for revision shall be made in the same form as the application 
mentioned in Article 40 of the Statute. 
It shall contain: 

1. the reference to the judgment impeached; 

2. the fact on which the application is based; 

3. a list of the documents in support; these documents shall be attached. 

It shall be the duty of the Registrar to give immediate notice of an 
application for revision to the other parties concerned. The latter may sub- 
mit observations within a time limit to be fixed by the Court, or by the 
President should the Court not be sitting. 

If the judgment impeached was pronounced by the full Court, the appli- 
cation for revision shall also be dealt with by the full Court. If the judg- 
ment impeached was pronounced by one of the Chambers mentioned in 
Articles 26, 27 or 29 of the Statute, the application for revision shall be 
dealt with by the same Chamber. The provisions of Article 13 of the Stat- 
ute shall apply in all cases. 

If the Court, under the third paragraph of Article 61 of the Statute, 
makes a special order rendering the admission of the application conditional 
upon previous compliance with the terms of the judgment impeached, this 
condition shall be immediately communicated to the applicant by the 
Registrar, and proceedings in revision shall be stayed pending receipt by 
the Registrar of proof of previous compliance with the original judgment 
and until such proof shall have been accepted by the Court. 
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section c. summary procedure 

Article 67 

Except as provided under the present section the rules for procedure be- 
fore the full Court shall apply to summary procedure. 

Article 68 

Upon receipt by the Registrar of the document instituting proceedings 
in a case which, by virtue of an agreement between the parties, is to be 
dealt with by summary procedure, the President shall convene as soon as 
possible the Chamber referred to in Article 29 of the Statute. 

Article 69 

The proceedings are opened by the presentation of a case by each party. 
These cases shall be communicated by the Registrar to the members of the 
Chamber and to the opposing party. 

The cases shall contain reference to all evidence which the parties may 
desire to produce. 

Should the Chamber consider that the cases do not furnish adequate 
information, it may, in the absence of an agreement to the contrary between 
the parties, institute oral proceedings. It shall fix a date for the commence- 
ment of the oral proceedings. 

At the hearing, the Chamber shall call upon the parties to supply oral 
explanations. It may sanction the production of any evidence mentioned 
in the cases. 

If it is desired that witnesses or experts whose names are mentioned in the 
case should be heard, such witnesses or experts must be available to appear 
before the Chamber when required. 

Article 70 

The judgment is the judgment of the Court rendered in the Chamber of 
summary procedure. It shall be read at a public sitting of the Chamber. 

Heading 2. — Advisory Procedure 
Article 71 

Advisory opinions shall be given after deliberation by the full Court. 
The opinions of dissenting judges may, at their request, be attached to 
the opinion of the Court. 

Article 72 

Questions upon which the advisory opinion of the Court is asked shall be 
laid before the Court by means of a written request, signed either by the 
President of the Assembly or the President of the Council of the League of 
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Nations, or by the Secretary-General of the League under instructions from 
the Assembly or the Council. 

The request shall contain an exact statement of the question upon which 
an opinion is required, and shall be accompanied by all documents likely to 
throw light upon the question. 

Article 73 

The Registrar shall forthwith give notice of the request for an advisory 
opinion to the members of the Court, and to the members of the League of 
Nations, through the Secretary-General of the League, and to the States 
mentioned in the Annex to the Covenant. 

Notice of such request shall also be given to any international organiza- 
tions which are likely to be able to furnish information on the question. 

Article 74 

Any advisory opinion which may be given by the Court and the request 
in response to which it was given, shall be printed and published in a special 
collection for which the Registrar shall be responsible. 

Heading 3. — Errors 

Article 75 

The Court, or the President if the Court is not sitting, shall be entitled to 
correct an error in any order, judgment or opinion, arising from a slip or 
accidental omission. 

Done at The Hague, the twenty-fourth day of March, one thousand nine 
hundred and twenty two. 

(s.) Loder, 

President. 
(s.) A. HammarskjOld, 

Registrar. 

(L. S.) 

Annexes 
I 

ANNEX TO ARTICLE 2 

List of Judges and Deputy Judges in Order of Precedence 

Judges: 

M. Loder, President. Mr. Moore. 

M. Weiss, Vice-President. M. de Bustamante. 

Lord Finlay. M. Altamira. 

M. Barbosa. M. Oda. 

M. Nyholm. M. Anzilotti. 

M. HlTBER. 
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Deputy- Judges : 
M. Yovanovitch. M. Negulesco. 

M. Beichmann. M. Wang-Chung-Hui. 

The judges and deputy-judges are elected for nine years. The period of 
office of the judges and deputy-judges, whose names appear above, com- 
menced on January 1, 1922. 

The President and Vice-President are elected for three years. The 
period of office of the President and Vice-President, whose names appear 
above, commenced on January 1, 1922. 

II 

ANNEX TO ABTICLE 14 

Composition of the Chambers 
Chamber of Summary Procedure: 
Members: 

M. Lodeb, President. M. Weiss. 

M. Htjbeb. 
Substitutes: 

LOBD FlNLAT. M. ANZILOTTI. 

The period of appointment of the members of the Chamber for Summary 
Procedure terminates on December 31, 1922. 

Chamber for Labor Cases: 
Members: 
Lobd Finlat, President. M. Altamiba. 

M. DE BUSTAMANTE. M. ANZILOTTI. 

M. Htjbeb. 
Substitutes: 
M. Nyholm. Mb. Moobe. 

The period of appointment of the members of the Chamber for Labor 
Cases terminates on December 31, 1924. 

Chamber for Transit and Communication Cases: 
Members: 
M. Weiss, President. M. Nyholm. 

M. Babbosa. Mb. Moobe. 

M. Oda. 
Substitutes: 
M. Anzilotti. M. Hubeb. 

The period of appointment of the members of the Chamber for Transit 
and Communication Cases terminates on December 31, 1924. 
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III 

ANNEX TO ARTICLE 17 

The Registrar of the Court 
Registrar: 

M. Ake HammarskjSld. 
The Registrar is elected for seven years. 

The period of office of the Registrar, whose name appears above com- 
menced on February 1, 1922. 

IV 

ANNEX TO ARTICLE 24 

Interviews with the Registrar 
The Registrar may be seen between the hours of 2 p. m. and 4 p. m. on 
all working days except Saturday, at the Peace Palace at the Hague. 



Address of the Court 
The postal address of the Court is: 
The Peace Palace, 

The Hague. 
The telegraphic address is: 

"Intercourt the Hague." 
Telephone numbers: 

3910 (President) 

3911 (Registrar) 

3912 (Establishment Office) 

3913 (General Office) 



MESSAGE OP PRESIDENT WILSON TO CONGRESS TRANSMITTING AN AGREE- 
MENT RECOMMENDING THE ACCEPTANCE OF SPECIAL GERMAN REPARA- 
TION BONDS IN SATISFACTION OF BELGIAN OBLIGATIONS TO FRANCE, 
GREAT BRITAIN AND THE UNITED STATES. 1 

To the Senate and House of Representatives: 

I herewith call your attention to an agreement with Belgium made 
by the British and French Premiers and myself, which is embodied in the 
following letter: 

June 16, 1919. 
M. Hymans, 

Ministre des Affaires Etrangeres, Hotel Lotti, Paris. 
Sir: The Reparation Clauses of the draft Treaty of Peace with Germany 
obligate Germany to make reimbursement of all sums which Belgium has 

JSen. Doc. No. 413, 66th Cong. 3d sess. 



